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History

KYDEX® proprietary thermoplastic
was introduced by Rohm and Haas
Company in 1965. "KYDEX 100"
sheet, the only grade at the time,
carried an FAR 25.853 (a) and UL
recognized fire rating and exhibited
a range of mechanical properties
desirable for aircraft interior appli-
cations, prompting United,
American, Delta and other major
airlines to thermoform aircraft inte-
rior parts from the material.
Additional KYDEX alloys were sub-
sequently developed to meet the
requirements of original equipment
manufacturers in other industries.

In 1987, Kleerdex Company
purchased the KYDEX product

line and developed additional
grades to provide the physical, elec-
trical and chemical properties, and
fire ratings, required for mass transit
vehicles, electrical enclosures, med-
ical products and other demanding
applications, as well as general-
purpose grades that outperform
fire retardant ABS and polycarbon-
ate at comparable prices.

In addition to thermoforming
applications, customers began
using KYDEX sheet as a protective
wallcovering for commercial,
retail, institutional and industrial
buildings—a major market for
KYDEX sheet.

Because we cannot anticipate or control the
many different conditions under which this
information and our products may be used, we
do not guarantee the applicability or the accu-
racy of this information or the suitability of our
products in any given situation. Users of our
products should make their own tests to deter-
mine the suitability of each product for their
particular purposes. THE PRODUCTS DIS-
CUSSED ARE SOLD WITHOUT WARRANTY OF

MERCHANTABILITY OR FITNESS FOR A PARTICU-
LAR USE, EITHER EXPRESSED OR IMPLIED,

EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN OUR STANDARD

TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF SALE, and buyer
assumes all responsibility for loss or damage
arising from the handling and use or our prod-
ucts, whether done in accordance with direc-
tions or not.In no event shall the supplier or the
manufacturer be liable for incidental or conse-
quential damages. Also, statements concerning
the possible use of our products are not intend-
ed as recommendations to use our products in
the infringement of any patent.

1SO 9001: 2000 and
I1SO 14001 certified

Similarly, wood product manufact-
urers, in an effort to eliminate the
cracking and chipping problems

of high-pressure laminates, began
to laminate, miter fold and post form
KYDEX sheet, producing

wood-core components of commer-
cial furniture, store fixtures, kiosks
and displays—applications that
now comprise a large market for
KYDEX sheet.

Demand was fueled by the suitabili-
ty of KYDEX sheet as a damage-
resistant material for membrane
pressing, a rapidly growing method
of surfacing flat and three-dimen-
sional wood-core substrates.

KYDEX sheet was available exclu-
sively in solid colors until 1995,
when integral granite patterns

were introduced. Next came
"granite-capped" sheet consisting
of a reverse-printed layer of clear
film permanently fused to KYDEX
substrates in complementary colors.
Today, numerous capped sheets

are offered in decorative patterns
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ranging from woven carbon fiber
and metallics to camouflage and
highly realistic woodgrains,impart-
ing components with a high style
appearance—as well as the
durability needed to keep them
looking new.

Today, KYDEX sheet is produced

in Bloomsburg, PA, USA, at Kleerdex
Company's vertically integrated
manufacturing facility that is
certified to the ISO 9001:2000
quality management system and
ISO 14001 environmental manage-
ment system.

The products manufactured

here are marketed worldwide by
an extensive network of Kleerdex
customer service personnel and
factory-trained sales represent-
atives who provide customers with
technical advice on designing and
manufacturing components that
benefit from the special properties
offered by KYDEX proprietary
thermoplastics.
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